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From us
Pages 4-5
Farewell to summer
This year’s summer activities which were carried out in TEGV’s 11
education parks and 55 learning units across Turkey have started on the
22nd of June. At the end of two 3-week terms each TEGV site has
organized various festivities to celebrate the end of the summer activities
season. 
This year, the closing celebrations in Istanbul took place in the Sema -
Ayd›n Do¤an Education Park on the 30th of July. The organization was
carried out with the support of a project team that was established as part
of the “Koç Academy Leadership Programs and Social Responsibility
Projects”.
More than 1300 children and 200 TEGV volunteers from different TEGV
sites and other social centers in Istanbul gathered at the closing festival
and enjoyed various fun activities.
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Happy Birthday Suna K›raç!
TEGV’s founder Suna K›raç celebrated her 68th birthday on the 3rd of
June. The children of TEGV’s Antalya Suna-Inan K›raç Education Park gave
her the most precious birthday present by paying the K›raç Family a
surprise visit at their home. The children first presented a hand-made wind
chime to Mrs. K›raç and later enjoyed a delightful meal in the garden. After
lunch, it was time for a concert of the TEGV children’s choir. The guests
were touched by the children’s singing and listened to the concert with
great enthusiasm. It was a memorable day for everyone.
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Let’s play games to learn!
The “Information is my Job” activity is a new TEGV education program,
which is being developed under the sponsorship of AVEA. The program
aims to equip children with the latest information and skills in computer
and communication technologies.
The education portal of the “Information is my Job” program, which aims to
host a comprehensive library of 75 games, is being developed by “Bilgi
Kurdu”, a company known for its innovative projects in the e-learning
sector.
The new education portal will enable children to communicate among each
other, to host their own blogs and to create digital exhibitions using photos
and various project files.
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Small hands, great work
A joint initiative of TEGV, Nokia and the International Youth Foundation, the
“Dreams Workshop” reaches disadvantaged children through creative arts-
based activities while at the same time enhancing the self-esteem,
communication and problem-solving skills of the Workshop’s older youth
volunteers. Begun in June 2003, this project has reached over 2,100
volunteers and 65,500 children throughout Turkey.
At the end of each activity year children find the opportunity to share their
works with their friends, family and teachers in locally organized
exhibitions. This year’s “Dreams Workshop” exhibitions took place in 21
TEGV sites located in 14 different Turkish cities. Art works of more than
2,800 TEGV children have been viewed by more than 10,000 visitors. 
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Two awards to “Colorful Horizons”
“Colorful Horizons” is a corporate social responsibility project developed in
collaboration with TEGV and Visa Europe, aiming to equip elementary
school children with living and learning skills. In the 15th Annual
Communicator Awards, the “Colorful Horizons” website received the
“Distinction Award” in the children’s category. The Communicator Awards
is the leading international awards program honoring creative excellence
for Communications Professionals and is judged by the International
Academy of the Visual Arts.
The website, which is designed by Pixelplus Interactive, was also awarded
by the “Golden Spider Web Awards” with the first prize in the “Best
Accessible Website” category.

No more children on TV competitions!
In the 3rd year of the “Colorful Horizons” Project, a children’s debate
competition was organized. For the “Colorful Horizons Debate
Competition”, debate clubs have been formed in 12 TEGV sites
nationwide. The TEGV Samsun team received the 1st prize in the National
Colorful Horizons Debate Competition, which was held in Istanbul. One of
the many interesting debate subjects of the competition was entitled
“Children’s participation in TV competitions should be prohibited”.
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The ICT Seagulls went after their awards
The “International ICT Seagulls Project”, which is being organized in
collaboration with the Turkish Center for Schools of Quality and Microsoft,
aims to encourage children to examine a social subject, using information
technologies, quality tools and project techniques.
This year, TEGV participated in the project with one team from the Istanbul
Semiha fiakir Learning Unit and two teams from Van Feyyaz Tokar
Education Park. After the final assessment process, the projects of all
three TEGV teams were awarded. The Semiha fiakir Learning Unit received
the “Best NGO Team of the Year” award.

TEGV’s new website is online!
TEGV’s website has been recreated with new content and design. Through
the new, user-friendly website, visitors can now easily access all TEGV
projects and activities, as well as information on how to become a
volunteer or a donor. The improved and easy to understand website can be
viewed in Turkish and in English. 
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Children’s dreams are on the movie screen
As part of the short film project, which was realized in collaboration with
the Communications Department of the Selçuk University and the TEGV
Yunak Learning Unit, 16 elementary school children were given the
opportunity to make their own films and show them on the cinema screen
in Yunak. At the end of a 6-week workshop two short films were made,
which were written and directed by the children.

Pages 12-13
It was a hot summer for Van
The Feyyaz Tokar Education Park in Van hosted many colorful activities and
guests this summer. 
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The first visitor of the Education Park was Hayrettin Karaca, the founder
and president of the TEMA Foundation (The Turkish Foundation for
Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural
Habitats). Mr. Karaca toured the EP premises and had a chat with the
children. 
The second visitor was Michael Vögele, Head of Section on Institution
Building and Civil Society, Delegation of the European Commission to
Turkey. After receiving information on the park’s activities including
projects for immigrant children, Mr. Vögele thanked TEGV for its
contributions.
Another important event in the month of June was a touring children’s play
on road safety. The play, staged by the BP Touring Theatre Troupe, was a
fun way of raising awareness of basic traffic rules.
At the end of June the children of the Van EP visited FESTIVAN, the
International Lake Van Youth Culture and Arts Festival. The children had a
chance to see folkloric dance and music performances of various national
and international groups.
In July, the children of Feyyaz Tokar Education Park received another
interesting training. As part of its corporate social responsibility projects,
the Medical Park Hospital performed a communication training in order to
equip the children with the necessary communication tools to express
themselves better in public.
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Mardin Savur Basketball Tournament
For the first time in their lives, the children of TEGV’s Mardin Savur
Learning Unit played basketball on an indoor basketball court. As there is
no indoor basketball court in Savur, TEGV organized a basketball
tournament in the gymnasium of the Mardin Youth and Sports Directorate.
The children enjoyed a challenging game on a professional basketball
court.

The Art Bus of the Metropolitan Municipality meets our children
The Mobile Art Bus of the Izmir Metropolitan Municipality has been
redesigned and is on the road again. The Mobile Art Bus performed its first
children’s theatre performance for the children of TEGV’s Izmir Çi¤li
Education Park. With the Mobile Art Bus Project, the Izmir Metropolitan
Municipality aims to extend the reach of artistic performances by bringing
them to schools and educational centers to become part of the public's
daily life. Children are given the chance to view concerts, ballets and
theatre performances.
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This truck carries a heavy load!
TEGV and OTI Holding have signed a two-year management sponsorship
agreement as part of the Firefly Mobile Learning Units Project, which has
been launched by TEGV in order to prevent “the interruption of education
under any circumstances”. The new OTI Firefly will be visiting different
schools primarily in the District of Antalya and will provide educational
support in areas such as computer education, research, health, traffic,
personal development and general knowledge.
OTI Holding’s employees and their families also celebrated the World
Environment Day together with the children of TEGV Suna-‹nan K›raç
Education Park. 

TEGV among the Best of 2008!
The “Best of 2008”, have been awarded by the Eskiflehir Odunpazar› Lions
Club in the course of a prestigious award ceremony. After evaluation of the
most successful individuals and institutions in 13 various branches, the
Eskiflehir Odunpazar› Lions Club awarded TEGV with the “Best NGO of
2008” award.

Page 16
The “Pro(ject) Children” of Gaziantep
The “Pro(ject) Children” days, organised by the EU Info Relay Office of
Gaziantep Chamber of Commerce, gave 250 children of Gaziantep the first
opportunity to weigh their needs and desires, develop ideas and realize an
innovative solution. Among other educational constitutions, the activity was
also implemented in TEGV Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality Education
Park. During workshops aiming to help children between the ages 8 – 12
to discover their skills, a team assisted the children in making their own
toys and developing their own inventions. The resulting creative ideas will
be displayed in an exhibition in the coming days. 

TEGV’s volunteers are on the stage
A theatre group formed by the volunteers of the TEGV Mersin Learning Unit
staged the play “Surreal conversations for nothing” written by the famous
Turkish actor Y›lmaz Erdo¤an. The performance was viewed by an audience
of 600 people and received great applause. The Director for Culture of the
city of Mersin promised to provide a venue free of charge for upcoming
performances. 
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New municipal administration continues support for TEGV
The staff of TEGV’s Batman Sason Learning Unit paid a visit to the new
mayor of Batman;  Muzaffer Arslan. The mayor listened to a brief
introduction on TEGV’s activities, gave information on his education
projects and promised to give full support to TEGV whenever needed. 

In memory of the earthquake victims
10 years after the devastating Marmara earthquake on 17 August 1999,
we remember the deceased with pain and sorrow. Almost every one of us
lost someone they love during this tragedy. Ayten and Maksut Çavdar were
also among the ones who lost their lives during the earthquake. Shortly
before the earthquake this couple had visited TEGV’s F›nd›kzade Education
Park and Zeyrek Learning Unit and decided to donate their belongings to
TEGV and other NGOs. In 2005 the Ayten-Maksut Çavdar Çaycuma
Learning Unit was opened and their names will live on with each child that
goes through the Learning Unit. 
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National Assembly
TEGV’s annual National Assembly was held on 26-28 August 2009 in the
Koç University Campus. 163 TEGV employees were present at the meeting
which started with the opening remarks of TEGV Chairman Cengiz
Solako¤lu and TEGV General Manager Nurdan fiahin. TEGV employees who
have completed their 5th and 10th years at TEGV, were handed their
plaques by Nurdan fiahin and Tayfun Bayaz›t, Chairman of Yapi Kredi Bank
and TEGV board member. Sessions of the Assembly included; evaluation of
past and future targets, Q&A, communication training, trainer trainings for
educational projects and Fireflies meeting. In the evening of the first
meeting day TEGV members enjoyed an open buffet dinner accompanied by
live music on the campus grounds.

Interview
Pages 20-21
Cüneyt Özdemir (Journalist)
During his elementary school years Cüneyt Özdemir was an eager poetry
reader. His essays in high-school were read aloud. He always wanted to be
an architect or work for the UN or an NGO. He thankfully became a
journalist, which enables him to see the world, meet different people and
experience difficult situations. What he loves most about his job is that it
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inspires people. Maybe an interview or a news report cannot change the
world, but it can inspire people that change is possible. Although he has
toured Turkey to great extend, he regrets not having had the opportunity to
thoroughly travel through the Black Sea region. He loves Brasil, Cuba,
Rome, Barcelona, Southern Italy in the spring, Berlin in the winter and the
Greek islands. Istanbul however, is the place for him to live – the chaos
and the Bosphorus are his favorites! When he is at home, he only watches
movies, sometimes 6 in a row. Looking back at his childhood, Özdemir
wouldn’t want to change anything, but he prefers not to go through all of it
again. 

Guest Writer
Pages 22-23
First time apart
This article by Family Therapist Gülsevin fien deals with the challenge of
children who do not want to go to school. Not wanting to go to school is
most common in children who are dealing with new challenges such as
starting school, new sibling or the separation of parents. These children
may suffer from a paralyzing fear of leaving the safety of their parents and
home. The child's panic and refusal to go to school is very difficult for
parents to cope with, but such fears and behavior can be treated
successfully, when parents become aware of the reasons and symptoms.
Besides listing possible reasons for school refusal, this article also
proposes measures that can be taken in order to deal with this situation.

Education
Page 24
TEGV nominated for international award ALMA
With its “I read, I play” project, TEGV has been nominated for the 2010
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award (ALMA). Author Aytül Akal and TEGV’s “I
read, I play” project were presented by the Association of Publications for
Children (ÇGYD) as 2010 candidates from Turkey and will be evaluated
alongside authors, illustrators and reading projects from all across the
world.  
ALMA is the world’s largest prize for children’s and young adult literature.
Since 2003, ALMA is awarded annually to a single or several recipients.
Authors, illustrators, storytellers and those active in reading promotion are
eligible for the award. Astrid Lindgren, one of Sweden’s most important
authors passed away in 2002. To honour her memory and to promote
interest in children’s and young adult literature around the world, the
Swedish government founded an international prize in her name, the Astrid
Lindgren Memorial Award.
The “I read, I play” project, which has been continuing since 2006 with the
support of Yapi Kredi Bank, aims to provide children with reading
experience and culture through creative reading techniques.

Children Ask
Page 26
Nil Karaibrahimgil
Nil Karaibrahimgil is a popular Turkish singer and composer. Nil answered
the questions of our children from various TEGV sites. Nil's passion and
admiration for music stems from her father, who is also a well known
musician. She started her music career at the age of 11 by writing her own
music. Yet she first became famous in the year 2000 with her “Ben
özgürüm (I’m free)” jingle, which she sang in a TV ad. Her parents did not
oppose to her dream to become a singer, but wanted her to get a good
education. They were very happy when she was accepted to Bo¤aziçi

University. The best part of being a musician she confesses is that she
gets to do what she loves most. The difficult part however is dealing with
the fact that she is now a celebrity. If she was to choose another career,
she would definitely opt for another artistic profession; since it’s the only
way she can express herself. If Nil had a magic wand, she would want to
increase tolerance in the world. Her family, her boyfriend and her friends
are the ones that she loves most. She loves children and definitely wants
to have one someday. 

NGOs from around the World
Page 27
Oxfam International
Oxfam International is a confederation of 13 like-minded organizations
working together and with partners and allies around the world to bring
about lasting change. Oxfam’s international group of independent non-
governmental organizations is dedicated to fighting poverty and related
injustice around the world. The Oxfams work directly with communities and
seek to influence the powerful to ensure that poor people can improve
their lives and livelihoods and have a say in decisions that affect them.
Working with more than 3,000 local partner organizations, Oxfam
International focuses its efforts in the areas: Development, Emergencies,
Campaigning, Advocacy and Policy Research. Everyone can help Oxfam by
donating or by taking part in its international campaigns.

World of Books
Page 28
The Ultimate Book Of Knowledge
Everything You Need to Know
Author : Stephen Biesty
Pages : 192
Language : Turkish
Publisher : ‹fl Bankas› Kültür Yay›nlar›

Children Around The World Meet
Author : Burak fientürk
Pages : 36
Language : Turkish
Publisher : Mandolin Yay›nlar›

Educational Activities
Page 30
This section is dedicated to a summary of TEGV’s educational activities.

Donation & Sponsorship
Page 31
This section is dedicated to the methods of donation and sponsorship for
TEGV
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